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Consumables – inkjet papers

The right type of paper at the right price is fundamental to 

success in high speed inkjet printing. Simon Eccles suggests 

that mill-treated papers may be the best choice.

I
n September’s Digital Printer we considered 

the requirements of papers largely from the 

press and ink manufacturers’ viewpoint. This 

time we’ve been talking to paper manufacturers 

with high-speed inkjet products: Mitsubishi 

Paper HiTec Paper Europe, Crown Van Gelder 

and Mondi, about how they are developing 

mill-coated papers to meet the challenges of 

high-speed inkjets with aqueous inks.

Mitsubishi HiTec Paper was an early entrant 

into the market, offering papers for continuous 

inkjet printers in the mid 2000s. All but one of 

its current Jetscript range is made in its Bielefeld 

Mill in Germany. These special coated papers 

established a reputation for excellent quality and drying, 

but at prices that had manufacturers and users looking for 

cheaper alternatives. This usually means either a pre-print 

primer or ink resin additives for high quality colour work, 

which themselves increase consumables costs.

Ralph Buhl, marketing manager for Mitsubishi HiTec Paper, 

says, ‘All our Jetscript high-speed inkjet papers are coated 

with an ink-receiving layer. Of course this has a certain 

higher cost compared to treated or uncoated papers, 

but there are benefits in print imaging, print densities, 

ink saving possibilities, as well as higher speeds during 

production due to fast drying. We continuously optimise 

our media to remain competitive for high quality print jobs.’

This includes working with the press and ink developers, 

he says. ‘One of the most essential parts of our product 

development and product implementation work is the 

cooperation with the original equipment manufacturers to 

test our papers for ink compatibilities. We generally go for 

production tests, which include profiling of our paper to 

the machine settings. We also conduct tests with several 

finishing equipment manufacturers for smooth runnability 

on their finishing machines, for folding, cutting, and so on.’

Mondi is a large Austrian-based paper supplier with a 

significant presence in digital papers, including inkjet. 

Christina Fadler, communications and events manager for 

Mondi Uncoated Fine Paper, says, ‘We have been working 

closely with all major inkjet printer OEMs since we started 

to develop papers optimised for various high-speed inkjet 

printing presses.’

A swell time
An example is the Christian Doppler (CD) Laboratory for 

Fibre Swelling and Paper Performance, run in co-operation 

with Canon Océ and Graz University of Technology in 

Austria. This is investigating swelling and de-swelling 

processes during paper production, printing and converting.

Ms Fadler explains the way inkjet papers are formulated: 

Taking trouble  
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p An ink-receiving layer is added to Mitsubishi’s HiTec Jetscript high-speed 
inkjet papers
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